2      THE     MAKING     OF     FEDERAL     INDIA
held in Delhi. It was a memorable occasion, which brought
the Indian Princes and the representatives of British India
together for the common purpose of expressing their allegi-
ance to the Crown. On December 15 Their Majesties each
laid a foundation-stone of the New Imperial Capital.
In the declaration announcing the annulment of the
Partition of Bengal, an administrative measure of Lord
Curzon which evoked " justifiable discontent/' and the
transfer of the Capital from Calcutta to Delhi, educated
Indians realized that a new step was being taken towards
the evolution of India's political development. To the
British statesmen, the Durbar was an overwhelming proof
of the devotion of the Princes, nobles and people to Their
Majesties, who had been deeply touched by " the spon-
taneous manifestations of an enthusiastic affection and
loyalty " from all classes of Indian citizens. This enthu-
siasm was, however, not in any sense an indication of loyalty
to the Bureaucracy ; it was an expression of India's tradi-
tional reverence for Kingship. The years preceding Their
Majesties' visit witnessed the most turbulent forms of
popular agitation in British India, and yet the Imperial
Durbar was rightly described as " the miracle of the King's
touch on a huge scale." The spell of the Royal presence
had appeased the spirit of revolt against the bureaucratic
measures adopted to suppress it.
" The very same crowds which have rent the air with
curses on the British Raj/' wrote Sir Valentine Chirol,
" pressed with an equal frenzy to catch a glimpse of the Royal
couple to acclaim them with cheers and blessings, and strew
flowers before them wherever they passed. So deeply
could Indians still be moved by their ancient sense of rever-
ence for Kingship that after the Royal Reception in the
Maidan thousands who had been too far off to see anything
of it rushed forward to worship the empty seats which the
Royalties had hallowed and to fight for the smallest memen-
toes of a ceremony which their enthusiasm invested with
something of the character of a religious rite/'

